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MEDIEVAL SARDINIA (SARDEGNA) 

According to tradition, one Gialeto of Cagliari rebelled against the Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Empire in 
687 and divided the island with his brothers Nicola, Torchitorio, and Inerio, who became the rulers of Torres 
(Logudoro), Arborea, and Gallura, respectively. Whatever the truth behind the tradition, by the second half of 
the 9 th century, Sardinia was independent of the empire. The island suffered from Muslim raids, which were 
only curtailed after the intervention of Pisa and Genoa in 1015 —1016. In the subsequent struggle for the island, 
Pisa defeated Genoa in 1060 and secured a papal decree granting it Sardinia and Corsica in 1092. A Genoese 
victory in 1284 secured Corsica for Genoa, and also began the Genoese takeover in parts of Sardinia. 

The four native kingdoms or giudicati (Cagliari, Gallura, Torres, and Arborea) that had emerged by the mid- 
n ,h century retained most of their autonomy, but entered into rival and wavering alliances with Pisa and Genoa. 

In addition to these and the papacy, Sardinia occasionally drew the attention of the Holy Roman Empire, as in 
1164, when Barisone of Arborea was crowned king of Sardinia by the emperor Friedrich I, and in 1241, when 
the emperor Friedrich II invested his own bastard son Enzio as king of Sardinia. Neither action led to unity or 
lasting effects. The giudicati of Cagliari and Torres fell apart in the late 1250s, being divided between several 
heirs, including Pisan, Genoese, and Catalan families. Gallura followed in 1288, leaving only Arborea. In 1297 
the pope invested the king of Aragon with a “kingdom of Sardinia and Corsica.” The Aragonese conquest of 
most of Cagliari, Gallura, and Torres followed in 1323 — 1325, but in the 13 50s Arborea broke its alliance with 
Aragon and with Genoese help took over all of Sardinia except Cagliari, Alghero, and Sassari. Sassari was taken 
in 1368 and again in 1391, before being lost to the Aragonese in 1417. In spite of its success, Arborea was 
outmatched by the Crown of Aragon and it suffered from internal divisions among its nobility. In 1409 the 
giudice of Arborea was defeated by the Aragonese king of Sicily and in the following decade Arborea found it 
increasingly difficult to maintain its independence. In 1420 Guglielmo III sold it to king Alfonso V of Aragon. 

The Cubello and Alagon marchesi of Oristano maintained a precarious semi-autonomous existence until 1478, 
when this last portion of Arborea was incorporated into the Aragonese “kingdom of Sardinia and Corsica.” 

The Aragonese occupation in Sardinia had taken some 180 years to complete; Corsica was never conquered, 
and from the reign of Fernando II (1479—1516), reference to it was omitted in the royal title . 1 Fernando II’s 
marriage to Isabel I of Castile (1474—1504) brought the Crown of Aragon into personal union with the Crown 
of Castile for some two centuries (1516—1714), before the formal unification of Spain into a single kingdom. 

By this time, however, the accession of the Bourbons to the throne in 1700 had led to the War of Spanish 
Succession (1701 —1714). The Austrian Habsburgs took over Sardinia in 1713 and held it until 1720, when it 
was ceded to the house of Savoy in exchange for Sicily. It was the Savoyard kingdom of Sardinia that served as 
the cornerstone for the unification of Italy in the second half of the 19 th century. 

Giudici of Cagliari in southern Sardinia 

House of Lacon-Gunale 

1—1058 Mariano Salusio ...giudice of Cagliari 
1058—1089 Orzocco Torchitorio ... son of Mariano Salusio 
1089—1090: Costantino Salusio I ... son of Orzocco Torchitorio 

:i 103: Torbeno ... son of Orzocco Torchitorio; deposed, died 1130: 

:ii07—1130 Mariano Torchitorio ... son of Costantino Salusio I; associated 1089 
1130—1163 Costantino Salusio II ... son of Mariano Torchitorio 
1163 — 1164 Barisone ... son of Torbeno 
House of Torres 

1164—1188 Pietro Torchitorio ... husband of daughter of Costantino Salusio II; son of Gonnario of Torres 
Obertenghi House ofMassa 

1188—1214 Guglielmo Salusio I ... son of marquis Oberto ofMassa by Giorgia, daughter of Costantino 
Salusio II 

1 Corsica, officially papal since 774, was held by Pisa 1077—1284 and by Genoa 1284—1755, when it became an 
independent republic, conquered by France in 1769. Genoese rule was briefly interrupted by short French (or 
pro-French) occupations in 1396—1401 and 1553 — 1559. Aragonese attempts at conquest in 1346 and 1420 
were even less successful. A German adventurer, Theodor, son of Leopold of Neuhoff, declared himself king of 
Corsica (Teodoro I) in 1736, but failed to establish himself and died at London in 1756. 
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1114—1131 Benedetta ... daughter of Guglielmo Salusio I; Pisan vassal from 1117 
& 1114—1117 Barisone Torchitorio ... husband of Benedetta; son of Pietro I of Arborea; Arborea :ii07—1117 
& 1110—1113: Lamberto Visconti ... married Benedetta; son of Eldizio Visconti; Gallura 1107—1113: 

& 1116—1117 Enrico of Cepola ... married Benedetta 
& 1117—1130: Rinaldo Gualandi ... married Benedetta 
Pisan House of Visconti 

1131—1133 Ubaldo ... son of Lamberto; deposed; Gallura :i 116—1138; Torres 1136—1138 
Obertenghi House ofMassa 

1133 — 1139 Agnese ... daughter of Guglielmo Salusio I; abdicated, died 1156: 

& 1133 — 1139 Ranieri I della Gherardesca ... husband of Agnese; son of Ugolino; died 1148 
House ofLacon-Gtmale 

1139—1144: Guglielmo Salusio II ... son of Barisone Torchitorio and Benedetta 

:ii54—1156 Giovanni Torchitorio (Chiano) ... son of Guglielmo Salusio II 
House of Cepola 

1156—1158 Guglielmo Salusio III ... son of marquis Russo of Cepola 
Pisan House of Gherardesca-Donoratico (lords of 1/3 of Cagliari) 2 

1158—1168 Gherardo I ... son ofTedice, son of Tedice by Preziosa, daughter of Costantino Salusio II 
& 1158—1188 Ugolino ... son of Guelfo, brother of Gherardo I; deposed, died 1189 
1168—1313 Bonifacio I ... son of Gherardo I 
& 1168—1315 Ranieri II ... son of Gherardo I 
1188—1195 Guelfo ... son of Ugolino 
& 1188—1195 Lotto ... son of Ugolino 

1313 — 1310 Gherardo II ... son of Bonifacio I 

1310—1340 Bonifacio II ... son of Gherardo II 

1315 — 1348 Tommaso ... son of Ranieri II 

& 1315 — 1355 Gherardo III ... son of Ranieri II 

& 1315 — 1350 Bernabo ... son of Ranieri II 
(to Aragon 1355) 

Giudici of Torres (Logudoro) in northwestern Sardinia 

House of Lacon-Gunale 

Gonnario Comita ... giudice of Torres and Arborea 
Barisone Torchitorio ... son of Gonnario Comita; also Arborea 
Andrea, Tanca ... son of Barisone Torchitorio 
:io 65 —1081: Mariano I ... son of Andrea 

& :io 65—? Pietro ... son of Andrea 
:i 114—1114: Costantino I ... son of Mariano I 
:i 117—1147 Gonnario ... son of Costantino I; abdicated, died 1153: 

1147—1186: Barisone I ... son of Gonnario 
:i 191 — 1198 Costantino II ... son of Barisone I; associated 1170 
1198—1118 Comita ... son of Barisone I 

1118—1131 Mariano II ... son of Comita; also part of Arborea 1118—1131 

1131—1136 Barisone II ... son ofMariano II; also part of Arborea 

1136—1159 Adelasia ... daughter ofMariano II 

& 1136—1138 Ubaldo Visconti ... husband of Adelasia; son ofLamberto Visconti of Gallura; Gallura 
:iii6—1138; Cagliari 1131—1133 

& 1138—1149 Enzio ... married Adelasia; bastard son of emperor Friedrich II; also Gallura; king 1141; 
divorced 1146; deposed, died 1171 

2 The other thirds of Cagliari was held by the Visconti of Gallura 1158—1308 and the giudici of Arborea 1158 — 
1195, who ceded their rights to Pisa. 
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& 1149—1175 Michele Zanche ... married (?) Adelasia 3 
Genoese House of Doria 4 5 

1175 — 1315 Branca ... husband of Caterina, daughter of Michele Zanche; son of Nicolo Doria by 
Preziosa, bastard daughter of Mariano II; Genoese vassal 
1315 Bernabo ... son of Branca 
(to Aragon 1315) 

Giudici of Gallura in northeastern Sardinia 

Pisan House of Gherardesca? 

Manfredi... giudice of Gallura 
Ubaldo ... son of (?) Manfredi 
:i073: Costantino I ... son of (?) Ubaldo; deposed 

House of Zori 

Torchitorio 

Saltaro ... son of (?) Torchitorio 

House of Gunale 

: 1113 —1116 Ittocorre ... brother of Padulesa, wife of Tortchitorio; son of Comita of Gunale 
House of Spanu 

1116 Costantino II ... husband of Anna, daughter of (?) Torchitorio 
1131 — 1133: Comita I ... son of Costantino II 

House of Gunale 

:i 146—1173 Costantino III ... descendant of (?) Ittocorre 
1173 —1101 Barisone ... son of Costantino IIP 
1101—1110 Elena ... daughter of Barisone 
Pisan House of Visconti 

& 1107—1113: Lamberto ... husband ofElena; son ofEldizio Visconti; Cagliari 1110—1115 
:iii6—1138 Ubaldo ... son ofLamberto and Elena; Cagliari 1131—1133; Torres 1136—1138 
1138—1157 Adelasia ... widow of Ubaldo; daughter ofMariano II of Torres; deposed, died 1159; Torres 
1136—1159 

& 1138—1149 Enzio ... married Adelasia; bastard son of emperor Friedrich II; also Torres; king 1141; 
divorced 1146; deposed, died 1171 

1157—1175 Giovanni (Chiano) ... son of Ubaldo, brother ofLamberto; also 1/3 of Cagliari 
1175 — 1198 Ugolino (Nino) ... son of Giovanni; also 1/3 of Cagliari 
1198—1308 Giovanna ... daughter of Ugolino; also 1/3 of Cagliari; deposed, died 1339 
(to Pisa and the Doria rulers of Torres 1308; to Aragon 1315) 

Giudici of Arborea in western Sardinia 

House of Lacon-Gunale 

Gonnario Comita ...giudice of Arborea and Torres 
Barisone Torchitorio I ... son of Gonnario Comita; also Torres 
:io 65: Mariano I ... son of (?) Barisone Torchitorio I 

: 1070—1073: Orzocco I 6 ... son of (?) Mariano I 
:iioi: Torbeno ... son of Orzocco I 

:i 108—1114 Orzocco II ... son of Torbeno 
House of Orrii 

1114—1110 Comita I ... father of Maria, wife of Orzocco II 

3 Or, more traditionally (but less likely), Bianca Lancia, the mother (or rather stepmother) of Enzio. 

4 The Doria family shared control of Torres with the Malaspina and Spinola families, and also with the giudici of 
Arborea and the commune of Sassari. 

5 In exile in 1181 and 1184. 

6 Also called Orzocco Torchitorio. 
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House of Lacon-Serra 

11 lo—1116 Gonnario ... married Elena, daughter of Comita I; son of (?) Pietro, brother of (?) Mariano I 
1116—1131 Costantino I ... son of Gonnario 
Orzocco III ... son of Gonnario 
Comita II ... son of Gonnario 
1131 —1146 Comita III ... son of Costantino I 

1146—1185 Barisone ... son of Comita III; king 1164 
1185 — 1104: Pietro I ... son of Barisone 

:ii07—1117 Barisone Torchitorio II ... son of Pietro I; Cagliari 1114—1117 
& 1107—1114 Guglielmo I of Massa ... father of Benedetta, wife of Barisone Torchitorio II; Cagliari 
1188—1114 

House of Bas-Cervera 

1191—1111 Ugone I ... son of viscount Hug I of Bas by Sinispella, daughter of Barisone 
1111 —1141 Pietro II ... son of Ugone I 

• Costantino II ... son of (?) Ugone I; rival ?—1118 

• Azzone ... rival 1138 

• Comita III ... son of (?) Costantino II 7 ; rival 1138—1153 
1141—1197 Mariano II... son of Pietro II 

& 1141 — 1164 Guglielmo II ... son of count Ugo of Capraia by Giacobina, widow of Pietro I 
& 1164—1168 Nicolo ... son of Guglielmo II; deposed, died c.1170 
1197—1304: Giovanni (Chiano) ... son ofMariano II 

: 1307—1309 Andreotto ... bastard son of Giovanni 
1309—1311 Mariano III ... bastard son of Giovanni; associated : 1307 
1311 —1335 Ugone II ... bastard son ofMariano III 
1 3 3 5 —13 47 Pietro III ... son of Ugone II 

1347—1376 Mariano IV ... son of Ugone II 
1376—1383 Ugone III ... son ofMariano IV 
Genoese House of Doria 

1383 — 1387 Federico ... son ofBrancaleone Doria (below) by Eleonora, daughter ofMariano IV 
1387—1407 Mariano V ... brother of Federico 

1407— 1408 Brancaleone ... father ofMariano V; son of Brancaleone, son of Bernabo of Torres; 

abdicated, died 1409 

House of Narbonne-Lara 

1408— 1410 Guglielmo III ... son of viscount Guillaume II of Narbonne, son of viscount Aimery VI by 

Beatrice, daughter ofMariano IV; deposed, died 1414 
House of Cubello (marchesi of Oristano) 

1410—1417 Leonardo I ... son of Salvatore, son of Nicola, son of Ugone II 
1417—1463 Antonio ... son ofLeonardo I 
1463 — 1470 Salvatore ... son ofLeonardo I 
House of Alagon 

1470—1478 Leonardo II ... son of Artal de Alagon by Benedetta, daughter ofLeonardo I 
(to Aragon 1478) 

Kings of Sardinia 

House of Barcelona (Aragon) 

1197—1317 Giacomo (Jaime II), the Just ... son of king Pedro III of Aragon; Sicily 1185 — 1195; Aragon 
1191 —1317; Majorca 1191 —1195 

1317—1336 Alfonso I (Alfonso IV), the Benign ... son of Giacomo; also Aragon 

1336—1387 Pietro (Pedro IV), the Ceremonious ... son of Alfonso I; also Aragon; Majorca from 1344 


7 Or possibly of Barisone Torchitorio II. 
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1387—1396 Giovanni I (Juan I), the Hunter ... son of Pietro; also Aragon 

1396—1410 Martino (Martin), the Humane ... son of Pietro; also Aragon; Sicily 1409—1410 

1410—1412 (interregnum) 

House of Trastdmara (Aragon) 

1412—1416 Ferdinando I (Fernando I), of Antequera ... son ofkingjuan I of Castile by Leonor, daughter 
of Pietro; also Aragon, Sicily 

1416—1458 Alfonso II (Alfonso V), the Magnanimous ... son of Ferdinando I; also Aragon, Sicily; Naples 
1442-1458 

1458—1479 Giovanni II (Juan II), the Great... son of Ferdinando I; also Aragon, Sicily 

1479—1516 Ferdinando II (Fernando II), the Catholic ... son of Giovanni II; also Aragon, Sicily, Castile 

1474—1504; Naples 1504—1516 
House of Habsburg (Spain) 

1516— 15 5 6 Carlo I (Carlos I, Karl V) ... son of king Felipe I by queen Juana of Castile, daughter of 
Ferdinando II; abdicated; also Castile, Aragon, Sicily; Naples 1516—15 54; Empire 
1519-1558 

1556—1598 Filippo I (Felipe II), the Pmdent... son of Carlo I; also Castile, Aragon, Sicily; Naples 
1554—1598; Portugal 1581 — 1598 

1598—1621 Filippo II (Felipe III), the Pious ... son of Filippo I; also Castile, Aragon, Naples, Sicily, Portugal 

1621 —1665 Filippo III (Felipe IV), the Great... son of Filippo II; also Castile, Aragon, Naples, Sicily; 

Portugal 1621 —1640 

166 5 — 1700 Carlo II (Carlos II), the Bewitched ... son of Filippo III; also Castile, Aragon, Naples, Sicily 

House of Bourbon (Spain) 

1700—1713 Filippo IV (Felipe V) ... son of Louis, son of king Louis XIV of Lrance by Maria Teresa, 
daughter of Lilippo III; deposed; also Castile, Aragon, Naples, Sicily; deposed; Spain 
1714—1724 and 1724—1746 
House of Habsburg (Austria) 

1713 —1720 Carlo III (Karl VI) ... son of emperor Leopold I, son of emperor Eerdinand III by Maria 
Anna, daughter of Lilippo II; abdicated; Empire, Bohemia, Hungary, Croatia 1711 — 

1740; Naples 1713 —1734; Sicily 1720—1734 8 
(to the Savoyard kingdom of Sardinia, later Italy, 1720) 
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Sardinia was occupied by Spain in 1717—1720. 



